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DISCUSSION: The Director, California Service Center, denied the nonimmigrant visa petition. The matter is
now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The AAO will summarily dismiss the appeal.
The petitioner, an event promotions company, filed this nonimmigrant petition seeking classification of the
beneficiaries under section 101(a)(lS)(P)(i)(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.s.c.
1101(a)(15)(P)(i)(b), as an internationally-recognized entertainment group. The petitioner requests that the
beneficiaries' musical group be granted P-I classification for a period of approximately 18 months to tour in the
United States.

*

The director denied the petition on September 24,2010, concluding that the petitioner failed to establish: (I) that
the beneficiary group is internationally recognized as evidenced by s'ubmission of documentation to meet at least
two of the six evidentiary requirements at 8 c.F.R. § 214.2(p)(4)(iii)(B)(3); and (2) that at least seventy-five
percent of the members of the group have been performing together for at least one year, as required by 8 C.F.R
§ 214.2(p)(4)(iii)(A). The director further determined that the petition includes both members of the musical
group known as
the group's essential support personnel. The director noted that, pursuant to 8 C.F.R
§ 214.2(p)(2)(i), essential support personnel may not be included on the petition for the principal aliens, but rather
require a separate petition.

_nd

The petitioner ~,ubsequently filed an appeal. The director declined to treat the appeal as a motion and forwarded
the appeal to the AAO for review. On appeal, counsel for the petitioner asselts: "My brief and/or additional
evidence will be submitted to the AAO within thirty (30) days." Counsel filed the appeal on October 25, 20 I 0
and has not yet submitted a brief or additional evidence in support of the appeal. Accordingly, the record will be
considered complete.
Under section 101 (a)(lS)(P)(i) of the Act, an alien having a foreign residence which he or she has no intention of
abandoning may be authorized to come to the United States temporarily to perform services for an employer or
sponsor. Section 214(c)(4)(B)(i) of the Act, 8 U.S.c. § I I 84(c)(4)(B)(i), provides that section 101(a)(lS)(P)(i)(b)
of the Act applies to an alien who:
(I)

performs with or is an integral and essential pmt of the pClt"ormance of an
entertainment group that has, except as provided in clause (ii), been recognized
internationally as being outstanding in the discipline for a sustained and
substantial period of time,

(II)

in the case of a performer or entertainer, except as provided in clause (iii), has
had a sustained and substantial relationship with that group (ordinarily for at
least one year) and provides functions integral to the performance of the group,
and

(III)

seeks to enter the United States temporarily and solely for the purpose of
performing as such a perfonner or entertainer or as an integral and essential palt
of a performance.
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The evidentiary criteria for members of internationally-recognized entertainment groups are set forth at 8
C.F.R. § 214.2(p)(4)(iii). In addition, all P nonimmigrant petitions must be accompanied by the evidence set fOith
at 8 C.F.R. § 214.2(p)(2)(ii).
Regulations at 8 c.F.R. § I 03.3(a)(I )(v) state, in pertinent part:
An officer to whom an appeal is taken shall summarily dismiss any appeal when the party
concerned fails to identify specifically any erroneous conclusion of law or statement of
fact for the appeal.
Upon review, the AAO concurs with the director's decision and affirms the denial of the petition. On the Form 1290B Notice of Appeal or Motion, counsel indicated that she would submit a brief or evidence within 30 days of
filing the appeal on October 25, 2010. More than three months have passed and the AAO has not received a brief
or additional evidence in this matter. Counsel has not identified an erroneous conclusion of law or statement of
fact on the pmt of the director, or otherwise articulated any basis for the appeal.
In visa petition proceedings, the burden of proving eligibility for the benefit sought remains entirely with the
petitioner. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.s.C. § 1361. Inasmuch as the petitioner has not identified specifically
an erroneous conclusion of law or statement of fact in support of the appeal, the appeal must be summarily
dismissed.

ORDER:

The appeal is summarily dismissed.

